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Reviews The Scotsman & Nine to Five

Mike Hayward – FRINGE FIRST WINNER

JACK Rees is an actor. The stage, protected from the outside world by an invisible wall, allows him 
to breathe. He is given an identity and told where to go and what to do. But once the curtain is down 
is there a real person behind the character? Glasgow's A L Kennedy was recently named as one of 
Granta's top 20 young British novelists. The 27-year old has drawn on her experience as an aspiring  
actress to write her first  play.  The Audition traces the sad life of a failing actor,  from his non-
conformist  upbringing  in  Wales  to  later  descent  into  self-loathing  and  drunkenness.  There  are 
moments of bleakness but a strand of strong, affecting humour runs through his acute and lyrical 
monologue.  Mike  Hayward  (best  known  as  Alun  Morgan  in  Take  The  High  Road,  gives  a 
breathtaking display of  his  theatrical  range.  He holds  the audience  in  the  palm of  his  hand in 
brilliant portrayal of an actor ‘just a couple of scenes short of a full performance’. Kennedy has 
found the perfect actor for a demanding role. It is a fine performance and also a remarkable début 
from a talented novelist who looks set to become a playwright of distinction.

TOBY HAMDEN



Review Aberdeen's Evening News



Review from India
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